Jobe adds stroke-play title

By Mike Monroe
Denver Post Sports Writer

EDWARDS — Brandt Jobe is too young to
remember when Hale Irwin, Bob Byman and
Gary Longiellow were amateur golfers, but
Sunday he took his place alongside them as one
of the finest amateurs Colorado has produced.

Jobe, of Littleton, came from a shot behind
entering Sunday’s final round of the 49th N.C.
“Tub” Morris Colorado Stroke-Play Champion-
ship at Singletree Golf Club and became only
the third golfer to win both the Colorado stroke-
play and match-play championships in the same
year. Longfellow was the first, in 1974; Rick
Cramer the second, in 1982. _

The 20-year-old shot a 72-hole score of 289 and
thus captured the only Colorado title that had

eluded him, The UCLA junior-to-be last year .

won the Colorado junior match-play and stroke-
play titles, and in July won the men’s match-
play championship.

“This was nice,” said Jobe, whose 69 was one
of only two sub-par rounds recorded in the four
days of play on a Singletree course that was
toughened all week by high winds, ‘““This was
the last one I needed to complete the whole
thing. I really wanted to win, and I'm happy I
did, because this one meant a lot to me.”

Jobe said he did not know if he should be
compared with Irwin (stroke-play champ in
1963, 1964 and 1965) or Byman (siroke-play
champ in 1971, 1972 and 1973), or Longfellow,
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the only golfer ever to win the match- and
stroke-play titles and the Colorado Open in the
same year,

“I don’t know how I rank with them,” Jobe
said. “I didn’t even know what golf was when
they were amateurs.”

Ah, youth. But Jobe played like a seasoned
veteran Sunday as he first overtook 54-hole
leader Bill Fowler and then fought off a chal-
lenge from 30-year-old Shawn Bellis before
claiming the title.

Fowler shot himself out of title contention
when he made triple-bogey 6 on the par-3 14th
hole. Bellis got within two shots with four holes
to play, but a bogey at the 15th gave Jobe a
three-shot lead with three to play, and Jobe was
not about to make any mistakes. E

“All I had to do at that point was make par
and go on to the next hole,” Jobe said.

That is exactly what he did.

Bellls finished second at 292. Fowler ited for
third with Paul Brown, at 204.

“Brandt won it,” said Fowler, a 22-year-old
Denver accountant who had a 75 Sunday. “I
didn’t give it up. He played very well. A 69 is a
very good score on this course.”

Jobe said he will leave Saturday for Montc-
lair, N.J., where he will compete Aug. 29-Sept. 6
in the United States Amateur.

“I'd really like fo qualify for the match play
back there,” Jobe said. “I seem to do well when
it’s just me and one other player and the
course.”

Jobe had some good news for the rest of Col-
orado’s amateurs: Sunday’s round may have
been one of his last in state tournaments.

“I"d like to play in some of the national (ama-
teur) tournaments next summer,” he said. ‘I
hope I can be successful in s~me of them, t00.”



